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Museum Institute for Teaching Science
Summer Institute July 6-16, 2010

Professional Development for K- 8th grade Educators

Investigate life cycles of plants and animals, the water cycle, the rock
cycle, and other Earth processes as you experience a variety of
exciting inquiry-based lessons that explore how cycles, processes and
systems connect life, physical and earth science. Dig into the science
of soil, and trace the paths of matter and energy in a forest
ecosystem.

Sample the
Housatonic River
for the presence
of zebra mussels,
and investigate
their impact on
native species' life
cycles. Use
forensic science to
examine ancient
Egyptian
mummies, inside
and out. Find new
and exciting ways to observe the rock cycle with a guided tour of
Natural Bridge State Park. Bring hydroelectricity from the river to your
classroom. Learn about water and energy cycles at local dams; then
build your own water wheels. Explore safe ways to use fire and
smoke to explain states of matter, heat transfer and physical and
chemical changes.

Participants will earn 60 or 90 PDPs. Graduate credits are available.
Experience hands-on, minds-on activities that will reinvigorate your
students' interest in exploring the world of science! Learn about the
diversity of resources available in the Berkshire region to enhance
your classroom teaching.

The Museum Institute for Teaching Science (MITS) is dedicated to
promoting inquiry-based, hands-on learning in the classroom. For

FREE VISITS!

Greylock
Federal
Credit Union

Pittsfield schools visit
free!

Thanks to the
generous
underwriting support
of Greylock Federal
Credit Union and the
Beauregard family, all
Pittsfield schools visit
the Berkshire
Museum and take
part in educator-led
programs free of
charge!

Free
Transportation!

THIS PROJECT IS SUPPORTED IN PART BY

Transportation grants
for Massachusetts
school field trips!
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more information, call MITS at 617. 328.1515 or go to their website,
www.mits.org.

See our newest educator-led programs based on the
current exhibition, Armed & Dangerous: Art of the
Arsenal

Animal Arsenal (Grades K-2, 60 minutes)

From the powerful jaws of jungle cats to the razor-sharp talons of
birds of prey, animals have adapted to survive in a multitude of ways,
and mankind is no exception. Take a journey around the world and
throughout history, and discover how man has used the defenses of
the animal kingdom as inspiration for our own innovations.

Bone, Stone, and Steel (Grades 3-12, 60 minutes)

Trace the innovations of arms and armament, from the club and
spear, to the sword and shield, all the way up to the advent of
firearms. From legendary warriors to modern day soldiers, human kind
has constantly adapted to outwit and outlast. Withess humanity's
craftsmanship and artistry in the evolution of our arsenal, and explore
how contemporary artists around the world reinterpret arms into art.

Hearts and Minds: The History of Propaganda (Grades 4-12, 60
minutes)

This hands-on program takes students on an exploration of
propaganda posters, from World War Il to the contemporary
counterpoints of artist Shepard Fairey's work. From government
sanctioned projects to grassroots activism, examine the roles
propaganda plays in our everyday lives as students create their own
twists on historic propaganda posters.




Call (413) 443-7171, ext. 21 to book your visit and programs.

Science Teachers Unite!

M.A.S.T. Gathering
Friday, April 9, 4 - 5:30 p.m.

The Berkshire Museum is proud to host the Massachusetts
Association of Science Teachers Berkshire chapter for an evening of
refreshments and reflection. Take a tour of the Museum's collections
and exhibitions, catch up with colleagues, and find out what's new for
MAST!

To RSVP, cal (413) 443-7171, Ext. 18

Crosby Cultural Connections Showcase

Monday, April 26, 6 - 7:30 p.m.

Berkshire Museum has partnered with Crosby Elementary School in a
variety of hands-on, museum collection-based programs, and our
students will be displaying their work one night only as Crosby takes
over the Museum!

See students' poetry and artwork, board games, maps, dioramas and
much, much more. Admission is free, so come join in the fun!
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